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RESOLUTION 2009-671-A
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE ADDITION OF 1,772 ACRES TO THE TIMUCUAN ECOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC PRESERVE TO PROTECT THE SITE OF THE BATTLE OF THOMAS CREEK AND THE WATERSHED; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD TO THE NORTHEAST FLORIDA CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve in Florida is a unique national park site cooperatively managed by the National Park Service, the State of Florida, the City of Jacksonville, and hundreds of private landowners within the preserve to protect centuries of human history and a treasured coastal landscape; and

WHEREAS, the Battle of Thomas Creek, which occurred on May 17, 1777, is the site of the southernmost engagement between American and British soldiers on the continent during the American Revolutionary War; and

WHEREAS, in section 202 of Public Law 100-249 (16 USC 698o), the establishing legislation for the Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve, the United States Congress listed the Thomas Creek Battlefield as one of eight “sites of significant historic interest in Duval County, Florida” to be protected; and

WHEREAS, artifacts from American Revolutionary War soldiers have been located within the said 1,772 acres; and

WHEREAS, the Thomas Creek Watershed has been identified for protection because of its biodiversity, open space and recreation potential, wetlands, natural uplands, and water resources; and

WHEREAS, the addition of 1,772 acres to the Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve, as shown on the drawing attached hereto as Exhibit 1, and by reference made a part hereof, would allow the United States Congress the ability to appropriate funds for acquisition of these important lands; and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida has identified said 1,772 acres as a critical link and corridor between conservation land owned by the City of Jacksonville, the St. Johns River Water Management District, and the National Park Service, now, therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council for the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.  Support for the addition to the Preserve.  The City of Jacksonville is supportive of and encourages the United States Congress to add the said 1,772 acres, as shown on the attached drawing, to the boundary of the Timucuan Ecological and Historic Preserve.

Section 2.  Directing to forward.
The Chief of Legislative Services is directed to forward a copy of this legislation to the Northeast Florida Congressional Delegation.
Section 3. Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon the signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by: Margaret M. Sidman
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